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Important Hog Breeding Hintsl \

BY JOHN UNHERWOOD
In Illinols Hog Ralser

HE ultimate end of hog ralsing is
T the pork barrel and the quicker

the growth (o market mwaturity
the greater the profit for the owner,
There are two essential factors to be
considered by every farmer who raises
hogs. First, the breeding of n type
that has the power of appiying food
to the laying on of muscle and fat
and will provide a maximum amount
of cholce meat at a minimum cost.
Second, the feeding of the proper
kinds and amounts of food to obtaln
the desired results. It way be said
that one of these factors i as essep-
tial ag the other.

There are in hogdom several ree-
ognlzed breeds but all may be satis-
factorlly placed in one or the other
of the two greal clasges, the bacon
hog and the lard hog. Bach has a
distinet purpose to perform  which
has been brought about by breeding
and artificlal conditions together
with the natural cause, the different
kinds of food found in different parts
of the country, but in the corn belt
the prevailing type ig the large eurly
maturing lard hog. These hogs ma-
ture at from 600 to 700 pounds and
with proper care weigh 250 pounds at
geven months and about 200 pounds
at nine months of uge, By same this
type ix designated the medium type
and by others as the large, smooth
type, which means practically the
same. The pure bred breeder caters
to the farmer, the furmer depends
upos the packer and the packer pays
the best average prices for young
hoge finished In prime condition
welghing 250 to 200 pounds:

Quality Is Demaaded,

The packer demands quallty, the
farmer seells prolificacy uud size com-
bined with easy feeding qualitios and
by studving the characteristios of all
the lurd hog breeds It will be found
that the pure brad bresder ls supply-
ing these demands. Great care should
be taken in selocting the foundution
for the hreeding stock,

Whatever bresd a man
should in all cases be bred pure,
is Indeed a poor practice to' erogs
this year with one breed, next year
with another and the next with gome-
thing elso, Is It not a fact that a
nice bunch of black pigs ag even as
possible In sive présent o tore pleas-
Ing pictute than an equal dumber of
ring streaked and speckled ones.
Some say that a crosg bred animal s
a belter feeder than s pure bred.
Thie f5 surely a mistake. [ believe
those wha cross thelr hogs ave Intelli-
gent men and think cross breeding s
the proper thing to do simply becguse
they have never tried any other meth-
od. After a number of years of ex-
perience with pure bred hogs 1 cer-
tainly would not go back to the cross
bredg If I were only raising them to
supply meat for family use. Many
farmers seem to think that breeders
are getting pure bred hogs bred down
too fine with bone too small and too
sghort bodled. True, some breeders
lay more stress on size of ear and
length of snout and the eurl of the
tall than they do on bone length and
guality, but not all. Those minor
poluts are all right If quality is not
gacrificed for them. There Is a good
deal of difference of opinlon among
breoders themselves us to what an
fdeal log 15, Any mian CRn very near-
ly get the exact type of hog he pre-
fers without mixing up the varlous
breods.
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Cross Breeding.

Another argument some for
arossing i that they think pure bred
sows do not farrow enough pigs.
Now which Iz it that eounts for most,
the number of pigs that a sow far-
rows or the number sho is capable of
ralsing well? 1In my actual personal
experienca | have gotten lurger ltters
and rafsed a much larger per cent of
plgs farrowed from purve bred sows
than I ever did from grades, | have
had pure bred farrows thal welghed
4856 pounds at seven months old and
out of Htters where the sows ralsed
10 to 12 pigs each. 1 can think of
no rouson why every farmer who
ralses hogs ehould not keep pure
breds. Plek the breed you ke hest
and when you gel a sow that raises
good, uniform ltters, by all means
keep her, Glve her exira care, for
one such sow is worth two or three
grades. T Dbelieve one resson a good
many farmers mix their hogs 15 be-
cause they huye sumothing that Is not
dolng right and crogs them to try to
overcome the evil.  Bomelinies one
outerogs will Improye the herd hut if
they had looked arovud a Hitle it is
more than probable thes could have
found something of the same bhreed
that would have corrected the evil

Just as well and still left the herd
pure.
Using Ome Type.

There are enough different types
In any one of the breeds to correct
almost any fault that comes up if
proper care §s used o mating without
any outside crossing.

If & man ralses two litters of plgs
& year one litter should come about
the middie of March and the other
not later than October 10. 1 have
had men tell me that they could not
ralse two litters a yvear at a proflit;
the Fall pigs, they suld, being ton ex-
pensive and 1r0ublomme In my ex-
perience of several years In ralsing
two litters annually, T have always
been able to bring the Fall litterd
throngh in fine shape at a handsome
profit. The sow I5 able to ralse two
Hiters a year and | can find no reason
why this practice should not be gen-
erally adopted. Lot me make one
more suggestion. Many of us are in
too much of a hurry, &5 a rule, to
breed our sows, A sow should not
be bred untll near the miiddle of the
period, which usnally lasts three days
aithough I bave known them to be
In barely 24 hours, A sow that is
bred very early or very late In the
period is apt to bring few pigs. It
will pay to bear this in mind.

Using Turnips as
a Feed for Sheep

BY DAVID EVANS

U'RNIPS of many varleties play an

important part In the sheep hus-
bandry of New Zealand, and where
cHmatie conditions are so pre-emi-
nently suited to the growth of root
crops of all kinds it can be expected
that very heavy ylelds per acre are
the result.

Root crops are the “stapd-by" of
“Insurance’ of the New Zealand sheep
farmer and naturally add greatly to
the carrying capacity of his Innds. In
fact he 18 not losked upon as up-to-
date unless he prepares this root
crop for bis sheep and cattle,

While the [sle of Angelsea in North
Wales Is considered to De the best
root-growing country in Britain, it is
doubtful If they can show the welght
per nere that is sometimes grown in
New Zealand. It is true that much of
the turnips grown in New Zealand ls
grown upon virgin soll &nd on this
newly broken land roots are gener-
ally the irst erop taken off and thelp
methode of growing them are crude,

When the land—notl by any means
always level—is cleared of stumps,
plowed and harrowed, the turnips ara
merely drilled fn Hke any grain crop
and Nature does the rest, This s as
I have said on new country, At the
same time in the older farming dis-
tricts of the South Island, especially
where the land has been under onlti-
vatlon for a long time, different
methods are used approaching those
uged in England, where the land Is
carctully cultivated and fertilized
and sometimes ridged.

Sooner or later in the Fall, it de-
pends on the season, sheep by the
thousands are fenced in on these tur-
nips with temporary fencea that are
moved from time to time as the roots
are eaten off,

Az o rule turnips are aungmented
with hay placed in racks at different
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parts of the fleld—or paddocks as
they are called. Of course, it Is ouly
voung sheep and sheep that are belng
fattened that are fed on turnips. It
goes without eaying that sheep do
get very fat on roots and hay with-
out the addition of any other feed.

It s true the New Zealand sheep
farmer has a great advaniage in
climate as he mnever has lo worry
about his root crop freezing. This
system of hurdling or fencing sheep
on turnips could not be adopted hera
except In thosze sections where it does
not freeze, such as the Willnmette
Valley in Oregon or In sections of the
Bouth,

One drawback to feeding lambs on
turnips in this manner Is that It in-
jures their teeth and thls contingency
has to be watched for very closely,
Especlally does It affect the teeth
where hard varleties of turnips are
fed, Usually when the teeth become

loose the farmer puts the sheep on
barley or Winter oats. He then se-
lects a band of older sheep to feed oft
the turnips.
P
Smiling Skies,

Smiling skles are o'er us, dear,

Sorrow I axleop;
Life and love are with us here,

Yet the skies can weep.

1 am gazing in your ¢yes—
Byes of tender blue—

My hearts joy within them Hes,
Qan they be untrue?

Like a mirror is the soa,
Her deep, vibrant tone

Brings fresh strength and hope te ma,
Yet the sea can moan,

After orushing grief thut sears—
Laneliness and pain—

After floods of bitter lears—
Skies may smile again,
—RBelle Willey Gue, In Lo A, Tnnc-!._.

FARMS

Hont landing on tha place

18 miles from Portland.

100 acres Willamette River bottom land lying rlght on the river,

12 miles from

Salem. 3 miles to Oregon Electric, Two good houges; large, new
bnh on concrets foundation, Other nm!mllritntn Woven wire fencen No rock or gravel. Soll is un-
usiiandly rich, Wil grow alfalfa, corn and onions and, in fact, anything that is grown in the State of
Oregon. Soil 18 wirm, therefors has an early erop. Grass {n great abundmnce. Just the pjate for hoga
and cattle. The price has heen $12,000, and is cheap at that. The owner ix hard pressed for money, and
in order to make a uulek turn will Jet b go for $9000. $2500 gash, and the balince on tlme at 4§ per
cent interest.
h8% ncrea on the river, close to above. Has large three=story barn, with hay fork aod track; steel
stanchlons for 15 cows, with concreta flooring; 18 partitioned off for horses, liogs  and colves, ce ment
dipping tank, two good houses and other outbulldings. Price $5500, Worth $8000. $2000 cash will handle.

80 ncres under woven wire fence

Yery rich =oll,

guitable for garden trucking, nurs

ory stock or general

farming. Thls lund should produee good revenue Ip a few veurE, Is tiow 1 for pasturieo, Eriss
growing In great nbundanee, Flas ecattering maple 8nd alder tpees, with o brush,  but la ensily
cleared, Lies on contity ronil and close to achool, Price §5000. $2000 will handle,

The albiove properties nre owned by one perzon who might necept gome exchange in the Willamatta
Valley, providing the propertlos are put in at market valug. No Onflated valiies considered, Must have
‘the sinted cash on each piece in order to make o deal

TO TRADE FOR A WILLAMETTE VALLEY FARM

A fine AN h of &% neres, 35 miles southeast of Spokane, In Palouse country, on electric 1line 25 nores
In G-yenr-old ll.llllo Lrpes, 5§ aweres In d-vear-old trees, & oeres In pearg aprivets : and 8 acres
in apple orchard, henving heavily Bialanea of land under cultivation.  Exscellent \ Cloke  to town
Houye modern, with fireplacs and ol bullt-in effectz, BExcellent bnrn oand sl owthuildings  This place
fs well kept and is o money producer, The ownepr & apxiens tb lovate In the Willameite Valler, ns His
relatives are In that dictriet  Mis price is $16.280,  Will take $000 cash and an improved farm o the
Willomette Valley for the balance of a hardwire stock In the £
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